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sinecure was their recompense for the expense and trouble
they incurred.1 After the election of 1784 there were seven-
teen promotions to peerages. Owing to his influence over
three members George Selwyn became Surveyor-General of
the Crown lands which he never surveyed, Registrar of the
Chancery at Barbados which he never visited, Surveyor of
Meltings and Clerk of the Irons in Mint, where he went once
a week to eat a dinner at the public expense.2 There were
126 place-men in Parliament in Anne's reign,3 200 in the
Commons in the reign of George II, and 172 in 1770.* In
1784 there were 456 offices which were tenable with seats in
Parliament, and there were 77 place-men in the Lords and
170 in the Commons.5 Even the King's printers received
their patent on condition that one of them should obtain a
seat in the Commons.6
mentGaisom" Crown patronage gave the Government a large measure
Bowers3 of °^ contr°l over the constituencies, to such an extent that,
patronage in in 1784, Robinson, the Treasury manager, estimated that
whereas Pitt had 149 followers and the hope of 104 more,
constituen- a^er ^e election he could be provided with 253 followers
and the hope of 116 more. The clergy were expected
to assist in the elections, supporting the Government can-
didates, and influencing the electors in much the same way
as the Press does today. Dr. Barton was recommended
to the Duke of Newcastle for the Deanery of Worcester
on the ground that " his friends and relations have a
very good interest in that county " and because he was
" a good Wigg."7 When a vacancy occurred in a living
under the control of the Bishop of London in 1750, the
King insisted that " the living is given to a good Whig/*8
1	Parlt. Papers of J. Robinson (ed. Laprade), pp. 24 and 26.
2	Porritt, op. cit., p. 330.    For an interesting account of the life
of Selwyn see J. H. Jesse, George Selwyn and his Contemporaries
(London, 1843).    Selwyn was born in 1719 and died in 1791: he
was a most curious character, with a passion for attending public
executions.
3	Morgan, op. cit., p. 133.	4 Porritt, op. cit.f p. 219.
5	Parlt. Papers of J, Robinson (ed. Laprade), pp. 9 and 12.
6	Porritt, op. cit., p. 218.
7	E.H.R., vol. vii. (1892), "Clerical Preferment under the Duke
of Newcastle" (Miss M. Bateson), p. 686.	8 Ibid., p. 691,

